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French thinkers, such as Lacan, Althusser, Foucault and Derrida, have been widely perceived as theorists of
the linguistic turn. Yet, the linguistic and semiotic traditions which informed the theoretical imagination of
these theorists so decisively have hardly been accounted for outside French linguistics. This book presents
past and present developments in French discourse analysis, while also paying special attention to the
development of enunciative pragmatics, which hinges on the discursive construction of subjectivity. Five
textual fragments by these theorists, all written around 1966 when the controversy over structuralism was
at its height, are analysed in detail in relation to the question of how theoretical texts are used in discourse
where one constantly needs to define one's position vis-a-vis others. The book will be valuable to students,
researchers and practitioners within discourse analysis, pragmatics, linguistics and semiotics, as well as all
those interested in the analysis of the social production of meaning.

Johannes Angermuller is Professor of Discourse at the University of Warwick, UK and Director of the ERC
DISCONEX research group on academic discourse at Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, France.
As a founder and coordinator of DiscourseNet (since 2007), he has contributed to establishing discourse
analysis as aninterdisciplinary and international field at the crossroads of language and society.
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